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In their treatment of Asclepiadaceae oflndia, Jagtap and Singh (1999) listed Bidaria tingens (Roxb.) Decne.

(based on Asclepias tingens Roxb.) as an accepted name with Cynanchum inodorum Lour, as a synonym. In con-

trast, the Asclepiadaceae treatment in Flora of China (Li et al. 1995) has Gymnema inodorum (Lour.) Decne.

(based on C. inodorum) as the accepted name with B. tingens as a synonym. Although the treatments of the

Chinese and Indian floras differ in their taxonomy for this species, their different usage of epithets for the ac-

cepted name posed a puzzle and led to the following study.

Decaisne (1844) elevated Gymnema [unranked] b. Bidaria Endl. to the rank ofa genus as Bidaria (Endl.)

Decne. Within his new genus, Decaisne included five species [including B. inodora (Lour.) Decne. and B. tin-

gens (Roxb.) Decne.]. Although he did not cite a type species for his new genus, it is automatically typified by B.

tingens. This is because, for his infrageneric name Gymnema b. Bidaria, the basionym of Bidaria, Endlicher

(1838) included a single species, i.e., Asclepias tingens Roxb., which is the automatic type species of the preced-

ing infrageneric name.

The type species name Bidaria tingens is not the oldest within the genus. The priority of B. tingens, which

is based on Asclepias tingens starts from 1815. The priority ofCynanchum inodorum, however, starts from 1790.

Therefore, if A. tingens and C. inodorum are conspecific, then the correct name for this complex in the genus

Bidaria or Gymnema must employ the epithet inodora. It is evident that the Flora ofChina (Li et al. 1995) is cor-

rect in its usage of G. inodora, whereasJagtap and Singh (1999) erred in their usage of B. tingens as the accepted

name. It is speculated here thatJagtap and Singh (1999) might have erroneously assumed that the type species

name has priority over the other names. Whatever may be the reason, their error must be corrected, and the

correct name within the genus Bidaria is B. inodora.
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The genus Bidaria is closely related to Gymnema but differs from it in having bifarous pubescent internodes

and unpaired and non-bifid umbellate cymes. Additionally, the shape of the corolla and corona are different in

both genera. Although Hooker (1883) treated Bidaria as asynonym ofGymnema R. Br., Huber (1973) reinstated

the genus Bidaria which was further supported byJagtap and Singh (1999).

As summarized above, besides making the new combination Bidaria inodora, Decaisne (1844) also made

the new combination Gymnema tingens. It is uncertain whether Decaisne made the two new combinations de-

liberately or inadvertently. Whatever may be the fact, both new combinations were validly made and are

treated as alternative names (see Melbourne Code Art. 36.2; McNeill et al. 2012).
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